LINCOLN

scarlet and green cloth. Her prosperity is attested by the
number of her Craft Guilds, of whose Halls that of St. Mary's
Guild still survives. Kings several times held Parliaments at
Lincoln in the Chapter House and John of Gaunt built him-
self a palace in the city. But like other east country ports,
Lincoln's prosperity declined in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries. Further, the county was specially affected by Henry
VIII's religious changes which occasioned in 1536 a revolt
known as the Lincolnshire Rising. Sixty thousand men
assembled outside Lincoln with banners on which were de-
picted the Five Wounds, the Host and a plough. Henry VIII
proceeded with severity against those whom he described as
* the rude commons of one shire and that one of the most brute
and beastly of the whole realm ' and the revolt was put down.
Henry seems, however, to have forgiven Lincoln for he visited
it with his bride Catherine Howard a few years later.

Although in the seventeenth century Puritanism grew in
Lincoln, it was not so strong as in Boston. At the outbreak of
the Civil War, Charles I visited the town and received a great
welcome, but in 1643 the Earl of Manchester occupied it for
Parliament. The castle changed hands several times, the Close
being stormed by the Parliamentarians in 1644 with great
damage to the Cathedral. Evelyn's diary records: * The
soldiers went in with axes and hammers and shut themselves
in till they had rent and torn off some barge loads of metal, not
sparing even the monuments of the dead, so hellish an avarice
possessed them.' The Bishop's palace was destroyed in 1648
in .the course of a Royalist rising against the Parliamentary
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